THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

Communists had occupied the Ministries (a great building
under construction at the end of the Paseo de la Castellana)
and the Plazas of Manuel Becerra and Independencia,
also Retiro Park, thus closing all entries to Madrid. They
also occupied, after a stiff fight, the headquarters of the
Central Army, which had three battalions to defend it,
and they arrested the whole of the General Staff, among
them, Colonels Perez Gazzolo, Fernandez Urbano and
Otero, whom they afterwards assassinated in the most vile
way.

But in the afternoon of that day, a column was marching
on Madrid, formed by the Commander of the Fourth
Army Corps (Lt.-Col. Mera of the C.N.T.) with strong
forces sent by the Chief of Aggroupment from Levante and
Extremadura. A column of the 4th Army Corps com-
manded by Major Liberino Gonzalez (in command of the
12th Division) came up from Guadalajara, attacked
Alcala de Henares, and in spite of the fact that three
hundred soldiers had entrenched themselves in the solid
building of the Lunatic Asylum, he succeeded in getting
possession of that point in a very few hours and continued
his advance on Torrejon de Ardoz, which also surrendered
after some fighting. These forces continued by the main
Aragon road to the banks of the river Jarama, where the
enemy had taken up his position on the other bank and
offered a stiff resistance. During the afternoon of that day
there were several attempts to break the enemy line, but
these were unsuccessful owing to the nature of the country
and the natural defence which the river offered. But in
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